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From Club President Tex Willis

Greetings and Salutations fellow
Masters of Model A Mechanics and ‘ :
Damsels of Fashion and Design! 4 E

s
Things are warming up and it is i
awesome weather to get out and e | . e |
drive our Model A’s!
For those going to the Texas Tour,
I’'m getting excited!

We will be meeting this month at
Oak Ridge Marina. We moved the
meeting to the first Sunday, May 3rd
because Mother’s Day is on the second Sunday. I hope to see you there!

Keep your grease fittings lubed, air in your tires, and by all means, remember to turn your
gas valve on before you pull out of the gas station!

-Tex
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Autumn Trails Model A Club
Minutes of the January 11, 2026 Meeting

Venue Oak Ridge Marina
President: Tex Willis
Call to Order was at 1:32 PM. There were 10 Vice President:  Gary Gray
members present, and President Tex Willis was Treasurer: Vicki Clark
presiding. We were all welcomed to Oak Ridge Secretary: Rebekah Yeager
Webmaster: ChanaGail Willis
Birthdays and Anniversaries Birthday greeting were Newsletter: John B. Yeager Ill
given this month to Steve MacLaird, April 6th, Jana AutumnTrailsMAC@outlook.com
Icenhower, April 1th, and Lon Neighbors, April 29th autumntrailsmodelafordclub.com

Sunshine Report Pam Parrish is attending the Dallas club today. She is continuing to make
small improvements and is now able to eat pureed foods and scrambled eggs. Tex shared that
Chana Gail continues to improve albeit recovery has been slower than last time. She had been
able to make church today so definitely improving. John Icenhower reported that he had talked to
the Blacks (they were unable to attend due to guests) but are otherwise ok

Treasurer’s Report Vicki Clark reported that we have $6985.50 in the account. Flowers were
sent on behalf of the club to Pam Parrish

Door Prizes — Carolyn Hunzinger and Bob Grey each received a $5 door prize and then the $10
door prize was handed out in the form of $1 to each member in attendance!

Old Business
e Gary Grey shared details of Dan Parrish’s memorial on the farm, a nice event attended by
friends and family and included the firing of 12 shot gun shells, containing some of Dan’s
ashes, over the farm

New Business
e Tex shared that on September 12 Winnsboro will be hosting the Winnsboro on Wheels
Learning Academy which is a child focused show/learning experience. It was pointed out
that this was also drive a Model A Day and Tex informed us that he would be talking to
Lanny Buck and getting back with us

e Gary Grey shared that his church would be holding a car show on the 19" from 8-11.
There would be door prizes and there were lots of raffle prizes. The money raised is to go
towards the building of a youth building
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e Gary Grey also reported on a recent visit he had made to Tiger Creek Sanctuary near
Tyler. The owner told him that they could not do a weekend tour but could do a weekday

January 2026

tour if there was any interest in a tour like that

e Since next month’s meeting will fall on Mother’s Day the meeting is being rescheduled
for Sunday May 3", 2026 at Oak Ridge Marina. Lunch at 1 pm with meeting to follow

A motion to end the meeting was made by Glen Clark and seconded by Rebekah Yeager and

passed unanimously and the meeting ended at 1:54 pm.

Rebekah Yeager
Secretary

Area availability of Ethanol-Free gas

Duko Oil Co.

Kim’s Convenience
Beckat Oil & Fuel
Murphy USA (Walmart)
Young Oil (Chevron)
Jackson Oil Company
The Minnow Bucket
Lake Quitman Marina
Fisherman’s 1 Stop
Murphy USA (Walmart)
Winkle Oil Co.

950 E Lennon Dr, Emory

1020 E Lennon Dr, Emory

115 W Front St, Mineola

131 NE Loop 564, Mineola
116 N Newsom, Mineola

310 W 15" St, Mount Pleasant
3035 Hwy 154, Quitman

1450 CR 1416, Quitman

7933 W FM 515, Quitman
1760 S Broadway, Sulphur Springs
301 W Carnegie St, Winnsboro

Ethanol: In modern cars, it’s fine. But in your Model A, it’s terrible.
Howard Eckstein, The Restorer

Find more ethanol-free gas stations at www.pure-gas.org
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BIRTHDAYS

14 Brenda Buck
30 PJ Poe

MAFFI Minute ittt
March 2026 N

Hope everyone is enjoying March Model A Madness!

The 2026 Sweepstakes is LIVE. This is a great opportunity to give
back to the museum through donations and win a chance to
receive a 1930 Briggs Fordor Sedan that was donated to the
museum by the Evergreen Chapter of MAFCA in 2014.

For more information and to purchase entries, please use the
code:

Keep on motoring!
John Grossheim
Trustee and Secretary of MAFFI
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From the editor:

January 2026

Following is the third part of a four-part series about a Model A (um, the “A-Model”) that my
grandfather had when my dad and aunt were kids. Enjoy!

OUR FAMILY MODEL A (Part III)

I’ve gotten involved and am so enjoying my
search into the history of Model A Fords,
that it may become my new hobby. Today I
spent a significant amount of time going
through old photo albums in search of
Model A pictures from my youth. I’ve found
one picture thus far and though crowded
with other modes of transportation, I
decided to share it.

To me, the most surprising things that I
learned as I studied Model A’s today are:

e The Model A had a throttle lever on
the steering column that could be set,
allowing the driver to take their foot
off the accelerator pedal for cruise
control

e Some Model A trucks were equipped
with an accessory which used the
heat from the engine’s exhaust
manifold to cook food

I am 99.9% certain our Model
A did not include anything that could
pass as cruise control (although my
nephew insists that al/l Model A’s
have this feature!), and certainly we
did not use it for cooking. Be that as it
may, Mama’s fried chicken almost
always accompanied us on the longer
trips, of which there were only two
regular ones. We talked about one of
our Grant Parish adventures in a past
article. Today, | am walking down the
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memory lane of any one of our many
family trips to Rayne, Louisiana.
Rayne is known for a number
of things, including being the Frog
Capital of the World, the City of
Murals, and a mention in Ripley’s
Believe It or Not. Knowing Louisiana
as well as I did back then, I do not
find it difficult to believe the St.
Joseph’s Cemetary story. The
construction crew’s orders were to
move an original cemetary five miles
north of its initial location to
accommodate the town’s expansion
toward the railroad. In their haste to
complete the job of transporting and
reestablishing the graves in their east-
west position, a few of the first graves
were inadvertantly cast in a north-
south direction. No one checked to
verify the direction and the result is
today’s only U.S. cemetery where the
graves face north-south, rather than
the accepted east-west tradition.
While those things were
interesting to know, with us, they did
not carry a candle to the Johnson H
Yeager Wholesale Lumber
Company. Johnson Yeager, as
Daddy’s oldest son, held a special
place in my heart. As a youngster, I
considered him rich; as an adult, I
discovered he simply worked very
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hard and was an exceedingly generous
man. He managed his company for
forty-three years, before retiring in the
early 1990’s due to ill health. He died
at age 84 on April 16, 2003. He and
his wife, Viola, had four children,
lived in a nice-sized house in an
upper-class neighborhood. They had a
piano, a living
room, a kitchen
AND a dining
room, in
addition to the
balance of their
five bedroom
home. WOW.
Rayne,
located about a
hundred and ten
miles south of
Tioga, required .
approximately TG

three-and-a-half  That’s our Model A behind
Wilbur Harris on the horse. The car behind our
there, vehicle would have been from Texas. I am not certain
if it belonged to Wilbur and he brought Aunt Denie to
visit or maybe Aunt Nawata’s vehicle. At any rate, our
out-of- state visitors more often than not came from the
Houston area.

hours to get

depending on
the number of
stops necessary
and the state of
the roads. When we were planning
such an exciting trip, the preparation
began at least a week ahead. The first
item on the list was our Model A. The
Tioga mechanic and good friend of
Daddy’s, Rush McCarty, received an
over-sized welcome to our house. Not
being mechanically inclined himself,
Daddy admired those who were. A
cup of coffee on the porch set the
scene where Mr. McCarty and Daddy

SN e N S
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discussed our upcoming trip as if it
were cross-country and one of a kind.
After a thorough understanding of the
route—as if he had never heard it
before—Mr. McCarty handed his cup
off to Mama and he and Daddy
approached the car.

(4s an aside, Daddy told us
that Mr.
McCarty earned
his nickname of
‘Rush’ due to
his slowness.
Funny how that
still sticks in my
mind, almost as
.. much as the

< grease under
his fingernails!)

The two
of them circled
SESEE the Model A,
my cousin,  kicking tires,
opening and
closing doors
and discussing
the weather.
Finally, giving
the car a
passing grade based on this
preliminary review, Mr. McCarty
opened the hood. I have no idea what
they talked about during much of the
half-hour or more while they prodded
and probed every inch. I did hear
chuckles when Mr. McCarty removed
the radiator cap.

“John, we’ve talked about this
before. We need to replace some
hoses here. In fact, we need to replace

T AR A
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the radiator. Should we get that fixed
this week?”

“Well, I don’t know, Rush. Can
it make the the trip?”’

“Yes, I think it can. It may add
some time to the drive and you need
to be prepared.” He replaced the
radiator cap and they both laughed.

The next step involved them
getting in the car, Mr. McCarty at the
wheel, and driving off. Upon their
return, Daddy took his wallet from the
breast pocket of his overalls, gave Mr.
McCarty some bills, they shook hands
and our Model A carried an approved
status in Daddy’s opinion.

The balance of the week
included deciding what time to
leave—at first light of day—and what
we kids would need in terms of
snacks on the way, sometimes PBJ’s,
sometimes fried chicken. Our clothes
were chosen the night before to speed
the early morning departure and it
took very little time from waking up
to being on the road. Daddy packed
the last needed items once Mama and
we kids were loaded. The scene
repeated itself on every trip.

“Everybody ready?” Daddy
asked.

“Yessir.” We answered in
unison, eager to get on the road.

“Well, we don’t know what the
road will be like today. Don’t look
like rain though.”

With that, he put a gallon jug of
water on the floor of the back seat,
climbed behind the wheel, and our
experience began. Though each trip
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felt singular in nature, all were a
carbon copy of every other Rayne trip
already taken or yet to come.
Highway 167 existed and, in many
areas, provided a paved road and a
pleasant ride. In others, not so much!
Potholes and mud required Daddy’s
close attention as he worked his way
through. To me, this constituted part
of the fun. The ditches all had water
and, as we watched closely, we saw
turtles, herons, egrets and tons of
other birds. Seeing an alligator was
not unusual and nutria were plentiful.
I saw my first armadillo on one of
these treks and loved the treat of
seeing the occasional raccoon or
opossum still hanging around the
creeks in the early morning hours. To
the best of my memory, we even saw
a bear once! I often wonder if
dreamed that up since no one else in
the car saw or remembered it.

After the first half-hour to
forty-five minutes into the ride,
Daddy would pull over, get the gallon
jug of water from the backseat, open
the Model A hood and pour the liquid
into the radiator. If we were near a
stream, and we typically were, he
would refill the jug and place it again
in the back seat. This would happen
maybe three times or more on the way
to Johnson’s and another three times
or more on the way home.

As I look back on these trips, a few
things still confound me:
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e We never stayed overnight at
Johnson’s despite his requests
that we do so and the fact that
we might spend seven to eight
hours in driving time for a two-
or three-hour visit

Years passed before I put
together the Model A checkup
conversation between Daddy
and Mr. McCarty and the
multiple radiator refills required
along the highway

Daddy meticulously cared for
everything on our Model A
except the radiator. Still makes
no sense to me

Among the things I learned on those
expeditions were:

January 2026

e Sometimes it is people’s quirks
that make them special,
memorable and loved

Model A’s were (are) resilent,
durable and a great place to

make a memory of a lifetime

Ann Mullen-Martin
October, 2025

Ann loves storytelling, and writing has been an
escape and a hobby of hers for as long as she
can remember. She has written four full-length
books and participated in one Christmas
Anthology.

Writing does not make Ann’s living, but it does
make her living more pleasant.

https://www.annmuma-publishing.com
annmullen1943@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/author/annumllen

drivers on Ford Barn
Speed 35 or less --- 0
Speed 40-45 --- 22 (25%)

Speed 60-65 --- 3 (3%)

Speed 50-55 - 20 (23%)

Common Complaint
Contributed by Bob Bidonde

* My Model “A” won’t go over 45 mph
* How fast should a Model “A” be capable of cruising?

* Henry advertised that a good running Model “A” car is
capable of 65 mph but no mention of cruising @ 65

* Survey of modern highways speeds by 88 Model “A”

Sieed 35-40 --- 8 |9%|

Speed 55-60 --- 7 (8%)
Speed more than 65 --0
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FOR SALE: 1929 FORD MODEL A SPORT COUPE

Sold new in San Antonio, TX. NO RUST. Freshly restored. Many upgrades with reliability and
touring being the goal.

Engine: Built by Ron Kelly. Inserted and balanced 1931 block “Float A” motor mounts, new
intake and exhaust manifolds, FS ignition zipper distributor, solid state with centrifugal
advance, flame thrower coil, six blade fan, leakless water pump, Brassworks heavy duty radiator
with recovery tank, six volt positive ground, Nu-Rex alternator, optimum closed cell battery,
rebuilt starter with new type Bendix. Added oil pressure, temp gauges and 30-amp meter;
stainless exhaust muffler.

Transmission and drivetrain: Built by Van Pelt, 1936 Ford synchromesh with clings adaptor, V8
diaphragm clutch, rebuilt differential, all new USA bearings, pinion and ring gear, 3:54 ratio.

Brakes: New rods and clevises. New iron drums, shoes, floaters, LED brake lights.

Wheels and tires: Five new firestone whitewall tires, two new 21” rims, three reconditioned, all
powdered coated.

Frame: Body off restoration, sandblasted and powder coated, new covered springs, king pins,
steering linkage, with F-100 steering box, tube type Monroe shocks.

Body: Stripped, etched and repainted with PPG products, new wood frame top kit, sanded and
varnished.

Top and Upholstery: New by Lee Chatterton, Hot Springs, AR, carpeted trunk, no rumble seat.
All brightwork replated. Window vent wings with sideview mirrors.

Wiring and lights: New wiring harness. Quartz halogen headlights. Cowl lights act as running
lights and turn signals.

Approx. 1300 miles since completed. Car is fully documented with a complete set of pictures
and receipts, upon request.

Spares and tools available.

READY TO TOUR
Phone: 903-569-1716, Cell: 208-659-5501, carolid2016@gmail.com

$31,500
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DATES . & " FREE

March 21st | August 15th _ Breakfast Snacks &
April 18th | September 19th - Coffee
May 16th | October 17th 50 / 50 Drawing

June 20th | November 21st
(BBQ Fundraiser)} (Food & Toy Drive)

July 18th

Great Door Prizes

Classics & Coffee 2026

[}
Mark your calendar for the 3rd Saturday morning each month beginning in
March for the FREE "no registration" Classics and Coffee Cruise-in
at the Courthouse Square in Quitman, Texas from 8:00-10:30 am.

Rain will cancel the event, check our website: lakecountyclassiccarclub.com,
our facebook page, or call 805-340-6520, 903-312-3499 or 910-478-8723 for updates
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Calendar of Events

Autumn Trails A’s Club Activities in Italics All events subject to change

2026
o May3
e May 16
e June 11-14
o June 14
e June 20
o Julyl?
o July 18
o August 9
e August 15

e September 12
o September 13
e September 19
o October 11
e October 17
e QOctober 22

January 2026

Autumn Trails A’s Club Meeting (Oak Ridge, 1 pm lunch, followed by meeting)

Classics and Coffee Cruise-In, 8-10:30 am, Quitman

63" Model A Ford Texas Tour (Hosted by Ft. Worth, Mineral Wells)

Autumn Trails A's Club Meeting

Classics and Coffee Cruise-In, 8-10:30 am, Quitman (BBQ Fundraiser)

Autumn Trails A's Club Meeting

Classics and Coffee Cruise-In, 8-10:30 am, Quitman
Autumn Trails A’s Club Meeting

Classics and Coffee Cruise-In, 8-10:30 am, Quitman
International Model A Day

Autumn Trails A’s Club Meeting

Classics and Coffee Cruise-In, 8-10:30 am, Quitman
Autumn Trails A’s Club Meeting

Classics and Coffee Cruise-In, 8-10:30 am, Quitman
Autumn Trails Weekend Setup

o October 23-25 Autumn Trails Swap Meet

e (October 23

o (October 24

e QOctober 24

e (October 25

e November 8
e November 21

Autumn Trails Stew

Autumn Trails Antique Car Parade (ft. Model As)
Autumn Trails BBQ/Banquet

Autumn Trails Sunday Tour

Autumn Trails A’s Club Meeting

Classics and Coffee Cruise-In, 8-10:30 am, Quitman

If you have not yet registered for the 2026 Texas Tour in Mineral Wells, you may now do so
online by visiting: https://2026texasmodelatour.org. Online prices are adjusted for credit card
fees; however, by using Zelle (instead of a credit card) you can use code "zelle3" at checkout for
a 3% discount to waive the fee.

Attached to this email is the updated registration form packet to include online registration
information and vegetarian meal options. The registration fee includes all meals and activities
listed on the form. Form and more tour information on the following pages.

The Red Lion Inn still has rooms available under our block. Please make your reservations
ASAP if you have not yet done so. There are also several bed and breakfast options, such as the
Magpie Inn, or AirBnBs within a short distance of The Crazy Water Hotel.

Dash Lite welcomes all input to include corrections, letters, Model A “Tips and Tricks,” original articles and classified ads (pictures accepted)

Send all correspondence to AutumnTrailsMAC@outlook.com
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63rd Model “A” Ford Texas Tour

mihtzEl JUNE11-14, 2026  MINERAL WELLS, TX

HOSTED AT THE
HISTORIC CRAZY
WATER HOTEL

REGISTER
NOW!

Online or mail in registration available
https://2026texasmodelatour.org

BEE

sE i werd MY #700 mn

Ligii> ;HH“‘ J

THE CRAZY WATER HOTEL BLUE OVAL CAR BARN EVENT T-SHIRT

JOIN US EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

Hosted by the Fort Worth Model “A”
Ford Club, the 63rd Texas Tour offers
a variety of activities highlighting
the historic charm of Mineral Wells,
Texas. The host hotel and event
venue is the fully restored Crazy
Water Hotel.

Welcome and farewell banquets
Planned early bird activities
Multiple mini tour options

Era Fashions

Blue Oval Car Barn

Grand Tour with catered lunch
Game night with ice cream
Within walking distance of the
historic Baker Hotel

Hotel Information: poien rexas four: when

The Crazy Water Hotel: (940) 325-4605 Red Lion Inn: (940) 325-7829



Registration No. ‘ —

TRKAS TouE REGISTRATION
FORM

634 Model “A” Ford Texas Tour
June 11-14, 2026
Mineral Wells, Texas

MINERAL WELLS, TEXAS
Hosted by the Fort Worth Model “A” Ford Club

Hosted by the Fort Worth Model “A” Ford Club

Please print all information on form:

Last Name First Name Spouse/Guest

Local Club Affiliation(s) Phone (including area code) Alternate phone
Address Email

City/State/Zip Any food concerns?

Children Attending (First and Last Names and Ages)

Will you drive your Model A to the meet? OO YES 0O NO  Will you be trailering your A? O YES O NO

Year Body Style 27 “A” Year Body Style

Will you be participating in the Era Fashion Photo Shoot? O YES O NO

Reqgistration will include 1 patch and 1 radiator badge. Additional patches and badges may be purchased
separately. Registration Confirmation will be sent by Email.

Note: Registrations must be received by May 31, 2026 with a $40 late fee after May 15, 2026. Due to prior
payment for facilities, food, and service, refunds cannot be given after May 31, 2026.

| hereby release, indemnify and hold harmless from any and all liability whatsoever due to my attendance and participation at the 2026 Model
“A” Ford Texas Tour, any and all of the following: Model A Ford Club of America Inc., and their Officers and Directors, Model A Restorers
Club Inc., and their Officers and Directors, the 63" Texas Tour committee, their facilities, and the Fort Worth Model A Ford Club, and their
Officers and Directors. Submission of this Registration form whether signed or unsigned, constitutes acceptance of this release by all
attendees/participants.

Signed Date

Register online at: https://2026texasmodelatour.org

or Make checks payable to Texas Tour 2026 For Registrar use only:

Check #

Amount $

Mail to: Andrea Douglass, Registrar
2319 Warner Rd
Fort Worth, TX 76110 Date Received
817-907-1418
Email: texastour2026@gmail.com
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2026 TEXAS TOUR REGISTRATION

Wednesday, June 10, 2026 Times How Many?
Early Registration & Self-Guided Tours - The Crazy Water Hotel 2:00pm-5:00pm
Thursday, June 11, 2026
Registration/ Hospitality/ Raffles - The Crazy Water Hotel 10:30am-5:00pm _
Repair Tent 2:00pm-5:00pm D —
Early Bird Self-Guided Tours - Scavenger Hunt and/or Ghost Tour all day
Early Bird Guided Tour - Possum Kingdom Lake 11:00am-3:00pm
Welcome Dinner - The Crazy Water Hotel 6:00pm-8:30pm
How many of each?: ~ __ Chicken Fajitas & fixins ___ Veqg. (roasted mushroom & peppers) _—
Kids (under 13) ______ Chicken Fajitas & fixins __ Veqg. (roasted mushroom & peppers) _
Friday, June 12, 2026
Registration/ Repair Tent/ Hospitality/ Raffles 10:00am-5:00pm E—
Era Fashions Photo Shoot - The Crazy Water Hotel 9:00am-10:30am
Guided Tour - Weatherford Downtown Square and Farmers Market 9:00am-1:00pm
Self-Guided Tours - Scavenger Hunt and/or Ghost Tour all day
Blue Oval Car Barn: Ford Mustang collection 2:00pm-4:30pm
Ice Cream Sundaes & Game Night - The Crazy Water Hotel 6:00-8:30pm
Saturday, June 13, 2026
Grand Tour - Thurber Museum & Lunch 8:30am - 3:00pm
Lunch - How many of each?: __ Pulled Pork____ Sliced Turkey____Veg. (salad) _—
Kids lunch (under 13) - Pulled Pork ___ Sliced Turkey __ Veg. (salad) _—
Repair Tent/ Hospitality/ Raffles 2:00pm-5:00pm S
Presidents' Meeting of TX club presidents - The Crazy Water Hotel 5:00pm-5:30pm
Farewell Dinner - The Crazy Water Hotel 6:00pm-9:00pm
How many of each?: ___ Chicken Fried Steak & fixins ___ Veqg. (caulifiower steak) _—
Kids Meal (under 13) _ Chicken Fried Steak & fixins __ Veqg. (caulifiower steak) _
Era Fashions Gallery Walk (how many?)
Registration Fees Attendees Cost Total
Registration fees include all meals and activities listed on this form FIRST ADULT 1 $150.00
OTHER ADULT(S) $140.00
KIDS (under 13) $100.00
Late Registration Fee after May 15, 2026 $40.00
TOTAL EVENT PRICE
T-SHIRTS - see intro page for pictures of the shirts available
T-Shirts (how many?), Navy S __ , M___ crew neck (mens) $25.00
T-Shirts (how many?), Navy L __ XL __ crew neck (mens) $25.00
T-Shirts (how many?), Navy 2XL ___ , 3XL __ crew neck (mens) $27.00
T-Shirts  (how many?), Navy S, M __ v-necK (adies) $25.00
T-Shirts  (how many?), Navy L ___ XL, v-neck (adies) $25.00
T-Shirts  (how many?) Navy 2XL , 3XL , V-neck (adies) $27.00
Extra Patches (1 included with registration) How Many? $5.00
Extra Radiator Badges (1 included with registration) How Many? $5.00

TOTAL MERCHANDISE PRICE - tax included with all merchandise

TOTAL AMOUNT SUBMITTED
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